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5.    Clear mention of Rama as an incarnation of Vishnu  is found  in   those books  whereas no  such explicit statement is found in the body of ]the main epic.
6.    The beginning of book I explains how Valmiki happened to compose the poem.   As in this part and in some parts of book VII, Valmiki himself appears as a character, he could not have composed them.   The last book contains stories about Kusa and Lava, their birth onwards to their reign.    At the same time it is stated that Valmiki lived on the banks of the Ganges dose to Ayodhya and taught Ramayana to the twin sons of Rama as they were very young lads, when they were still living in Valmiki's hermitage,  The twins not knowing their parentage sang it in the presence of Rama at his court.   Hence it is evident that when Ramayana was first composed and taught by Valmiki and sung for the first time, books I and VII could not have found a place there; for in book  I  the   story of  Valmiki pccurs and in book VII the story of Kusa and Lava is narrated.
On these grounds we can assume that the whole of the last book and much of what constitutes the I book were added later on. Canto V of Bala Kanda begins with a verse which says that long ago this entire world was ruled over by the kings of the Ikshvaku race. (Vide Appendix A-l) This evidently is the beginning of lite work which has been torn off from the context and, with some materials added before and after, formed into a separate book. Some of the junctures are still